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Receiving Buddhist Name

     The Seattle Betsuin’s 125
anniversary service is scheduled for
Sunday, November 8 . Bishop Marvin
Harada is going to officiate the
service. He is also going to conduct the
Kieshiki Affirmation Ceremony at 2:30 

th

th

 Saturday, November 7  at Seattle Betsuin. “Kieshiki” is
the important ceremony for Buddhists to receive their
Buddhist name and affirm the Buddhist path as their
path to walk. On this very special occasion, please
receive your Buddhist Name.

th

    I would like to introduce four different ways to live as
a Buddhist. These are: becoming a member of a
Buddhist temple, receiving a Buddhist name, receiving
Tokudo ordination, and receiving Kyoshi certification.
    The first one is to be a member of a Buddhist temple.
Becoming a member of a Buddhist temple means that
the person respects the Buddha’s teaching and supports
a Buddhist temple and the Buddhist minister in
spreading the Buddha Dharma. There are different ways
to support them. These are: making donations, cleaning
up the temple, attending the service, helping with the
temple activities, and introducing Buddhism to non-
members. Our temple also asks our members to
contribute their membership fees to help maintain the
temple.
    Next, the second one, is to receive a Buddhist name.
Our minds are fuzzy, unsteady, and uncertain. People
need something to rely on or something to be the core of
their life. People rely on religion, money, status, their
family, their friends, and/or a well-known person.
Receiving a Buddhist name means to take refuge in
Buddha, Dharma, and Sangha and make Buddha’s
teaching the core of their life. As Jodo Shinshu
followers, we make Namoamidabutsu, (Amida Buddha’s
Wisdom and Compassion), which Shinran Shonin
revealed, the core of our life.

    The third way is to receive Tokudo ordination.
Receiving Tokudo ordination means to live as a
Buddhist minister/monk. Aspirants must take several
hours of training to become a Jodo Shinshu minister.
After they have completed this training, they are
allowed to attend Tokudo ordination. In Tokudo
ordination, they are given a yellow Okesa (special outer
garment) by the Gomonshu, (the head priest and leader
of our mother temple, Hongwanji). The Tokudo
ordained are officially allowed to wear the Okesa. The
Okesa is the official and proper attire for Buddhist
ministers. Receiving Tokudo ordination means they are
expected to wear Okesa to enter the Naijin, (altar area).
The ordained ministers are responsible for serving the
Buddha, which means to keep the Onaijin clean, offer
candles, flowers, incense, and sutra chanting, and
participate in Buddhist services/rituals in the Naijin.
    The last way is to receive Kyoshi certification. Kyoshi
means teacher and master. Receiving Kyoshi
certification means to be responsible for teaching and
spreading the Buddha Dharma. The person who
receives Kyoshi can be a resident minister. The resident
ministers have a role in conveying Buddhism, Jodo
Shinshu, to their Sangha (temple members) and area
residents. The ministers who have Kyoshi are models of
Buddhism. The members follow and listen to their
guidance.
    I was born and raised at my family temple in Japan.
I have been a member of the temple since I was born. I
received my Buddhist name and Tokudo ordination at
the age of 21. I went to Kyoto to study Buddhism and
received Kyoshi certification at the age of 28. To be
honest, I was just becoming aware of what it means to
receive a Buddhist name, Tokudo ordination, and
Kyoshi certification after I was assigned to Buddhist
Churches of America as Kaikyoshi minister,  (full-time
resident minister), at the age of 32. Although I am still
immature  as a minister and repeat one trial and error
after another, I enjoy serving the Seattle Betsuin
Buddhist Temple. 
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By Tyler Moriguchi

September 2026
Chair’s Letter

    September is a busy month at the
temple. With the start of the school
year we welcome back families with
children to Dharma School, Camp
Fire, and Scouting. The hallways and 
classrooms fill with the sounds of activities. I look
forward to catching up with friends and hearing
about summer adventures. 
    September is also the time of our Salmon Dinner
fundraiser and Fall Ohigan service, one of our six
major services of the year. Thank you to Howard L.
and the Salmon Dinner committee for organizing
one of the biggest fundraising events of the year. I
hope you will be able to support the temple and
volunteer for the event. Please be sure to place your
preorders by September 16 .th

    In the past I have thanked all our wonderful
Dharma School teachers and Camp Fire and
Scouting leaders for giving their time and energy to
teaching our children. This year I would also like to
thank the parents for bringing their children to
temple week after week so that they can receive the
Dharma.
    Lastly, a friendly reminder that the deadline for
2026 Sustaining Membership (ijikai) dues is
September 31 . Sustaining membership not only
supports programs like Dharma School, but also the
maintenance and upkeep of our temple, assuring
that the Buddha Dharma will be available for
anyone who wishes to hear and receive it for
generations to come.

st

    I hope you will be able to join us for our Fall
Ohigan service on Sunday, September 20 .th

    Lastly, I would like to take a moment to observe
the sudden passing of Alvin and Mitsuko Terada.
The Teradas were longtime Dharma friends to our
Sangha and pillars of the Seattle Judo community.
They will be greatly missed. 

Namo Amida Butsu,
Tyler Moriguchi

September Newsletter 
Continued

    These are different ways to live as a Buddhist and
there is no superior or inferior among them. Please
think about which way fits your life as a Buddhist. I
hope more people will become members of our temple
and receive a Buddhist name. You can find the
application form for the Kieshiki Affirmation
ceremony in this newsletter. Please let me know if  you
are interested in receiving your Buddhist Name.

Kieshiki (Affirmation) Ceremony
The Seattle Betsuin will sponsor a special

Kieshiki (Affirmation) Ceremony at 2:30pm
on

Saturday, November 7th at the Seattle
Betsuin Buddhist Temple. The ceremony will
be held as part of the Seattle Betsuin 125th

Anniversary.

To apply for this ceremony, you need to
select one character (kanji). You can use the
HOMYO KANJI LIST as reference. Please
contact Rev. Kusunoki if  you would like a
consultation on the selection of a Buddhist

name.

There is a registration fee of $50 per person.
Registration deadline is September 21st.
Make check payable to Seattle Buddhist

Temple and write 2026 Kieshiki in memo. 

Please fill out the Kieshiki application form
and mail it to the Seattle Buddhist Temple

along with your payment. 

If  you have further questions, please do not
hesitate to contact the Seattle Betsuin office

for more information at (206) 329-0800.

*Application form and additional details
linked below*﻿

Application Form Kieshiki Meaning 2026 Kieshiki Ceremony Homyo Kanji List

https://files.constantcontact.com/e76e6c19401/6ec106b4-7c84-499b-afdb-9bc9bce0addb.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/e76e6c19401/638c7d13-3bcd-4c5b-89ac-08f92b9061d4.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/e76e6c19401/6ec106b4-7c84-499b-afdb-9bc9bce0addb.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/e76e6c19401/5b2670c9-080d-4be2-aebd-971046f609e0.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/e76e6c19401/a77548e4-8155-48d1-84ee-d59311688e7d.pdf
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Musical Notes
Submitted by Kemi Nakabayashi

    After Seattle Bon Odori, many of our
sangha members enjoyed the other bon
odori events in the Northwest District.
Did you know that the White River
Buddhist Temple YouTube channel has
the livestream of the bon odori from 
July 25 available to watch? 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F5q2aMZltmM – the
introductions to the dances start at 4:23 into the
livestream.

    Seattle Betsuin Ukulele Band (SBUB) will be leading
“We Are One” for the first day of Dharma School service
on Sunday, September 13. SBUB rehearsals are usually
twice a month at 9:15 am on selected Sundays with plans
to prepare a selection for the Autumn Music Service on
November 22. The next Singing, Strumming, and Sharing
Zoom will be on Monday evening, September 14 at 7 pm.
Please contact Ann Oxrieder or any SBUB member for
practice details or the temple office for the Zoom link if
you would like to join.

Strummers Marlene, Greg, Ann, Lauren, and Donna practicing! 

Ann Oxrieder 
Communications@SeattleBetsuin.org

Seattle Betsuin Office
office@SeattleBetsuin.org

Autumn Music
Service Autumn Music
Service 
November 22, 2026 
November 22, 2026 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F5q2aMZltmM


Sunday, July 26, 2026 The Storehouse of the Dharma | MA
Leonora Clarke | 2026-07-26
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QjMcfKR3Emc&t=339s
Minister’s Assistant Leonora Clarke relates The Threefold
Refuge’s storehouse of the Dharma to books and the
library. She relates the story of Honkobo Ryoken who
saves the KyoGyoShinSho from a fire in Rennyo Shonin’s
time.

Submitted by Irene Goto 

Sunday Service and Sunday
Dharma Exchange Notes
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Sunday Services take place in the Hondo
(main hall) at 10:00AM, in person.
Please sign up for Seattle Betsuin’s
weekly e-news (newsletter) at
www.SeattleBetsuin.org to receive live-

 

Sunday, August 2, 2026  SEATTLE BETSUIN
ATOMIC BOMB VICTIMS' INTERFAITH
MEMORIAL SERVICE | 2026-08-02 - YouTube or
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LCuOA3Gtg_4
Venerable So Anh Em, Wat Khemarak Pothiram offered
opening chant. Clergy from Konko Church and Blaine
Memorial United Methodist Church offered prayers. In
lieu of Dharma Exchange, fellowship took place in the
gym where refreshments were served.

stream notification and other news via e-mail. Recorded
Sunday Dharma Messages are available at
https://www.youtube.com/SeattleBuddhistTemple. Dharma
Exchange takes place after Sunday Service from 10:50AM to
11:30AM, in the Hondo (Main Hall) or the adjacent Chapel,
and is in-person only. You are invited to join us as we hear and
discuss various aspects of the Dharma, typically led by a
minister. 

MA Leonora shows a sacred text, the cover of which is red; the
color is said to be inspired by the story Hagagomori no Shogyo,
and why our service book covers were traditionally red.

At Dharma Exchange MA
Leonora and Rev. Castro
updated progress on
rebuilding the Seattle
Betsuin library.

MA/Carpenter Leonora is
shown sawing panels of board
for shelving in the new library.

Rev. Kusunoki leads
Atomic Bomb

Victims Memorial
Service.

Rev. Robert Giuletti, Konko Church of Seattle, offers closing
prayer.

Rev. Karen Yokota Love, Blaine Memorial United
Methodist Church, offers her poem and a prayer

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QjMcfKR3Emc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QjMcfKR3Emc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QjMcfKR3Emc&t=339s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LCuOA3Gtg_4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LCuOA3Gtg_4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LCuOA3Gtg_4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LCuOA3Gtg_4
https://www.youtube.com/SeattleBuddhistTemple


Submitted by Irene Goto 

Sunday Service and Sunday Dharma
Exchange Notes Continued
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Rev. Kusunoki explains the most important practice in Jodo Shinshu Buddhism--listening. He relates the story of Kisa
Gotami and the compassion she receives at each household she visits in looking for one that has never experienced death.
Dharma Exchange was led by Rev. Kusunoki in the singing practice of Cho Rai Mon which will be sung at Seattle
Betsuin’s 125  Anniversary Service on November 8, 2026, with the Gagaku group. The complete chanting/singing with
Sho Shin Nembutsu Ge can be found at Bing Videos https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bqVbkUHQVdE&t=30s with
Rev. Yuki Sugahara and Rev. Henry Adams. Other practice opportunities will take place at Seattle Betsuin before the
November 8 Anniversary Service. 

th

Sunday August 16, 2026 
SEATTLE BETSUIN SUNDAY SERVICE | 2026-08-16 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CpMro1TOk7E&t=1543s

Sunday, August 9, 2026
 SEATTLE BETSUIN SUNDAY SERVICE | 2026-08-09 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IUJyKwTounI

Rev. Irene Goto relates her experience of
receiving her honmyo, Buddhist Name, at
Kieshiki Ceremony and her discovery of self-
benefiting and benefiting others, jiri rita.

Rev. Goto led Dharma Exchange with the idea
of requiring Kieshiki/Affirmation applicants to
have a certain degree of understanding of
Buddhism. One attendee offered that Amida
Buddha and we, as Jodo Shinshu, accept
everyone as we are, without requirements.
About 20 in attendance offered their
experiences of Kieshiki/Affirmation ceremony
and a suggestion to make an informational
brochure for Kieshiki and Honmyo/Buddhist
name opportunity.

Past Head Priest of Buddhist Churches of
America, Rev. Kodo Umezu, performs symbolic
kamisori, shaving of the head, during October 11,
2015, Kieshiki ceremony at Seattle Betsuin.

https://www.bing.com/videos/riverview/relatedvideo?q=Shuso+Sango+Saho&mid=C4C9048CC454FC1163B7C4C9048CC454FC1163B7&churl=https%3a%2f%2fwww.youtube.com%2fchannel%2fUCL3_rwKrR2F0wwD1zfTlWuw&FORM=VIRE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bqVbkUHQVdE&t=30s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CpMro1TOk7E&t=1541s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CpMro1TOk7E&t=1543s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IUJyKwTounI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IUJyKwTounI


Welcome back
 Dharma
school 

to
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Dharma School News
Submitted by Joan Nakano

 After a relaxing summer, the Dharma School teachers and board members are gearing up for an exciting school year.
Teachers are getting their classrooms ready, especially exciting because the classrooms in Memorial Hall are now ready
after the temple restoration project. The middle school/high school class won a prize for the song lyrics they wrote last
spring; they hope it will be ready for everyone to sing by November. A magazine called Seattle's Child is interested in
running a piece about the Dharma School. Temple volunteers continue to offer a creative, relaxing school environment
where students learn to incorporate the Buddha Dharma into their daily lives.

Gassho,
Claire and Yvette

DON’T FORGET DHARMA SCHOOL
BEGINS SEPTEMBER 13, 2026!
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Seattle Betsuin Buddhist Women’s Association
Submitted by Ileene Tanabe

Seattle Betsuin Buddhist Women’s Association SBBWA’s Mission is to cultivate religious awareness as Jodo Shinshu Buddhist women and
promote fellowship among its members; to serve and support the Seattle Betsuin, and contribute services to the welfare of the community.

BIRTHDAY JULIE!

H‌a‌p‌p‌y‌ ‌1‌0‌0‌t‌h 
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We celebrated SBBWA member, Julie M's 100  birthday in July. th

She was celebrated by her family and many friends as well as recognized
at Obon this year.

Wishing Julie health and happiness throughout this monumental year!

Submitted by Susie Y.
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Seattle Betsuin Buddhist Women’s Association
continued

In August, our temple, along with the
Seattle Hiroshima Club held an
interfaith Atomic Bomb Victim's
Memorial Service, remembering the
many lives lost in Hiroshima and
Nagasaki, and renewing our
commitment to world peace. SBBWA
has members who were in Hiroshima at
the time of the bombing and are still
active members today. We are deeply
grateful for their years of dedicated
service to our organization.

Submitted by Tina K.

Tomi performing the hula.

Tomi Z., Peggy H. with daughter, Alecia, visiting the event and Marlene O. played
the ukulele.

This was taken at the Polynesian Festival, held at the Renton Uwajimaya on August 8th.

Thank you SBBWA members that volunteered for the Hiroshima to Hope
event. 

Bonnie Dussler
Suzanne Fujinari
Ann Hasegawa

Gail Suzaka
Nina Tomito-Kato

Machiko Wada
Kate Wehr

Char Yoritsune
Lauren Asaba

Janice Deguchi
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TROOP 252 UPDATE
Submitted by Theo K.

August 20, 2026
During August, the troop went to summer camp! We went to Camp Parsons, on Hood Canal, for a week. Scouts worked on
merit badges in the morning, participated in activities with the troop in the afternoon, and had fun at different camp-wide
events in the evening. Scouts earned merit badges such as motorboating, wilderness survival, and even nuclear science!
Troop time allowed us to bond through activities such as jumping off  Camp Parsons’ well-known pier into the Puget Sound,
rock climbing, and tomahawk throwing. In the evenings, camp staff  hosted events like campfires with skits and songs as well
as a funny live action recreation of the ‘Mario Movie.’ Some of us had been to summer camp multiple times before but for
five scouts this was their first time. Congrats to Tyden, Miles, Kenichi, Alexis, and Nico for completing their first summer
camp! On the final day of camp there was a multi-event competition called the ‘Hullabaloo’ between troops where we
participated in field games, a relay race, and a canoe race. We all had a great time and are excited for weekly meetings to
start back up in September.

The troop prepares to go swimming. Featured: Theo, Ansel,
Shaun, Jasper, Felix, Tyden, Nico, Alexis, Kenichi, and Miles

Scouts Theo and Ansel jump off the pier

Interested in joining the Scouts?

New Scouts (age 11-17) can sign up for the troop
below:

Join Boy Scouts Troop 252

https://beascout.scouting.org/units/164b7d78-8f6a-41ed-9ea3-88fb51e687ad
https://beascout.scouting.org/units/164b7d78-8f6a-41ed-9ea3-88fb51e687ad


125th Anniversary History Workshop, November 7, 2026

Join us for a 125  Anniversary Seattle Betsuin History workshop, “Our Shared Past: Recording the History of our
Temple and our Lives,” on Saturday, November 7, 2026, 1:00-2:00pm at the Seattle Betsuin Buddhist Temple.

th

Topics: During this one-hour workshop, we will highlight significant events in the Seattle Betsuin’s 125  year history and
share information about how you can get started recording and preserving your memories, as well as those of your family
and fellow Sangha members.

th

Takeaways: Leave the workshop with knowledge of the people, events, and experiences that shaped the Seattle Betsuin
into what it is today, and record at least one Seattle Betsuin Temple memory (for inclusion in the 125  Anniversary Time
Capsule).

th

Register Now! The workshop is free to attend -- no registration fee. See our workshop flyer to register online or contact
the Seattle Betsuin Archives Committee at archives@seattlebetsuin.org.

We look forward to seeing you!
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SBBT Archives Committee



125th Anniversary Photo Request – Help Us
Celebrate Our History!

As part of the Seattle Betsuin’s 125th Anniversary
celebration, committee members Krista Lee and Dean
O’Shields are gathering digital photos to feature in a
year‑long social media campaign honoring our temple’s
history.

We are looking for old and historic photos of:
The temple building (past and present)
Temple organizations (BWA, YBA, Scouts, Dharma
School, etc.)
Temple events and celebrations, including Obon
Any meaningful moments that capture our
community’s history

If you have digital photos you’d like to share, please email
them to the Temple Office. office@seattlebetsuin.org

When submitting, please include:
The date or approximate year
Names of people or organizations pictured (if known)
Any background information that may be of interest

While we cannot guarantee that every submission will be
used, we warmly welcome all contributions as we work to
preserve and share the memories that shape the Betsuin’s
story.

Thank you for helping us honor 125 years of community,
tradition, and gratitude.
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Committee seeks families of individuals housed in
Nokotsudo

Last year, the Nokotsudo Committee was formed to
explore converting the temple’s Nokotsudo

(Columbarium) from a temporary storage location of
cremains to a permanent Nokotsudo. As part of the
committee’s work, we are attempting to locate family

contacts for the approximately 300 individuals currently
housed in the Nokotsudo. If  you have a family member in

the Nokotsudo, please contact the temple office at
office@seattlebetsuin.org. 

Also, if  you would be interested in a niche in the
permanent Nokotsudo, please contact the temple office. 
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ON BEHALF OF THE
MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

    Compiled by Joan N. & Steph O.

We would like to “thank” the following for
contributing their 2026 sustaining
membership dues - the basic dues towards
Temple maintenance/operations (i.e. security-
a high priority, staffing, up-to-date tech
equipment/maintenance) plus Religious
Programs (i.e., Live Streaming of Sunday
services, Special Services, seminars with
guest speakers, Sensei’s podcast).

Janice Deguchi
Irene Goto

Sandra Cross
Toki Gow

John & Lynda Hamakami
 Ritsuko Kawahara

Joanne Kimura
Lisa Kumasaka
Lynn Miyauchi
 Junko Nakano

Sumio & Hiromi Sakata
Henry & Christy Watanabe

Keiko Watanabe

We would like to “WELCOME” Toki Gow
as a new member of our Sangha.



FRIENDLY REMINDER REGARDING 2026 SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP DUES:

If you have yet to pay your minimum suggested dues, the basic dues towards the Church
maintenance/operations, please consider doing so now. Membership fee is $400 for those under 70 years of age;
$350 for those 70 years and older; age 30 years old or younger, is $200. (There are no sustaining membership
dues for children who are dependents under their parents).  The due date is September 30 . If you have been
making installment payments, your balance is due by September 30  also.  

th

th

A portion of each sustaining membership collected is paid by the Betsuin to the BCA and the BCA Northwest
District Council, an umbrella organization for BCA temples in the Pacific Northwest. Our 2026 membership
count is reported to the BCA and to the NW District for our Betsuin’s assessment count. 

Any questions regarding your 2026 membership status, please contact the temple office.

“THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT”
(Sustaining membership committee)

MEMBER
W‌e‌l‌c‌o‌m‌e 
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SEPTEMBER SHOTSUKI HOYO

The September Shotsuki Hoyo Memorial Service will honor the memory of those listed below who passed away in the
Month of September
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OCTOBER  SHOTSUKI HOYO
The October Shotsuki Hoyo Memorial Service will honor the memory of those listed below who passed away in the

Month of October
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  SEPTEMBER 2026  BETSUIN CALENDAR



The Seattle Betsuin
 Gratefully Acknowledges the Following Donations from July 20, 2026 - August 19, 2026
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Ruth Akemi Conklin Memorial Service Ruth Akemi Conklin

Given by: Funeral/Memorial/Nokotsudo

Mae Deguchi 7th Service & Seiichi Deguchi
33rd Service

Jean Deguchi, Chris Grabowski & Janice
Deguchi

Interfaith Memorial Service

In Memory of Dick Yoshimura & Misao
Yoshimura

In Memory of Masako Kubo

In Memory of Tetso & Daisy Toyoko
Kuramoto, Uichi & Masayo Kuramoto,

Fukutaro & Toku Norikane, 
Roy Tomokichi Kuromoto

Todd Hattori

John & Lisa Duff

June Kubo

Wayne Kuramoto

In Memory of Alvin & Mitsuko Terada

Nokotsudo

Special Services

Mae Yamasaki & Gordon Habu, Rick Wong &
Leanne Nishi-Wong, Connie Ozeki-Chinn,
Frances Shintaku, Roy & Deanna Ikegami

Ernest & Sanaye Nagai, Fran Shintaku, 
Janie Okawa, Joan Nakano, 

Joe & Margaret Gotchy, Kathy Hasegawa,
Kristina Genslak, Leonora Clarke, 

Louise Fang, Lynne Goodrich & Dennis
Yasukochi, Mae Yamasaki & Gordon Habu,

Mark Yuasa, Jeanne Chang & Family, 
Nami Kusunose, Rick Wong & Leanne Nishi-

Wong, Takako Uchida, Tish Oye

Toki Gow

Yokoyama FamilyAll Sangha Memorial

Atomic Bomb Memorial Service
Aiko Fujii, Dale & Shizue Kaku, Ritsuko

Kawahara, Seattle Hiroshima Club



The Seattle Betsuin
 Gratefully Acknowledges the Following Donations from July 20, 2026 - August 19, 2026

Special Services

Hatsubon / Obon

Gotan-e

Okano Family

Aiko Fujii, Edwin Fujii, Kate Wehr, Kiyoko &
Howard Nakanishi, Margaret Teramoto,

Pauline Sakuma, Rose Kishi, Sam Umeda,
Sonoe Taketa, Tish Oye, Yoko Yanari

Yokoyama Family

Hatsubon / Obon - In Memory of Eichi Otsuka
&

Yoneko Otsuka

General Donation
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Hiromi Lorraine & Sumio Thomas Sakata,
Jamie Huh, Janet Kramer, John & Lynda

Hamakami, Kazunori & Noriko Takahashi,
Lloyd Tyner III, Lynn Miyauchi, Nichiren

Buddhist Church, Tami Arinobu, Yukiko Iwai

General Donation

Osaisen - Merrill Gardens Irene Mano, James & Ikuko Dodobara, Jui
Ling Wang, Mabel Nishizaki, Miyoko Tazuma,
Peggy Hanada, Sachiko Nakama, Sue Tanaka

Bon Odori Donations Joan Nakano, Peter & Eileen Tokita, Ron
Hamakawa, Yokoyama Family

Bon Odori Sponsorships Aiko Fujii, Gwen Florence, 
Sato & Darlene Shimizu



Donation

ARP Donations - In Honor of Kemi
Nakabayashi &

Jim Norton's Wedding Anniversary

ARP Donations

Kaneko Music Fund

General Donations

Given by: 

David & Sue Fischer, Janet Wells, Joyce
Nakamura, Julie Hatta, Natalie Johnson, Tami

Kaneko, Vickie Izuka

Gary & Debbie Shibata, Jeffrey & Shelley
Yokoyama, Tomoko Takayama Laverty

Akiko PayneJapanese Dharma Discussion

Sterling Davenport

Donation for adopting obutsudan. Jesse Moneyhun

General Donation

Charlene & Curtis Nakayama, Donald Castro,
Gary Higashi, Grace Hatano, Michael & Gayle
Teramoto, Rick Wong & Leanne Nishi-Wong,

Ron Hamakawa, Steve & Lori Chisholm,
Tokuzo & Mari Okumura, Yukiko Iwai

The Seattle Betsuin
 Gratefully Acknowledges the Following Donations in July 20, 2026 - August 19, 2026
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Vintage Japanese Donation Box  circa
1800s. Image from Etsy.com
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With deep respect and gratitude, we are pleased to share with you this
newly republished volume, Rennyo Shonin’s Letters: Gobunsho –
Complete Five-Fascicle/Volume Version, published in 2026 by the
Seattle Betsuin Buddhist Temple.

This book represents the republication of a Japanese-to-English
translation project undertaken by lay members of the Seattle Betsuin
beginning in 1948 and completed in 1976, with ministerial guidance and
support. May this volume help spark renewed engagement with Rennyo
Shonin’s teachings and encourage fresh encounters with the Nembutsu
in our shared life of faith.

Pricing is set at $20 per volume with shipping option available. 
﻿Please use the link below to order your copy.

https://seattlebetsuin.org/rennyos-letters/
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EVERYDAY BUDDHIST:
HTTPS://WWW.EVERYDAYBUDDHIST.ORG

2026 SEATTLE BETSUIN SUNDAY SERVICES
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SEATTLE BUDDHIST
CHURCH 

1427 S MAIN STREET
SEATTLE, WA

98144

seattle betsuin’s meditation
is on Zoom only. Email:

newsletter@
seattlebetsuin.com for the link

BCA EVENTS Buddhist
Churches of America Buddhism

| Buddhist Churches Of
America

2026 SEPTEMBER
 WHEEL OF THE

SANGHA 
A MONTHLY

NEWSLETTER OF
SEATTLE BUDDHIST

CHURCH

DHARMA EXCHANGE
AFTER SERVICE

10:50 AM 
IN-PERSON

CHANT ALONG WITH MINISTERS TO AUDIO OF SUTRA
CHANTING BY CLICKING CHANTING | BCA

(BUDDHISTCHURCHESOFAMERICA.ORG)

September 6
10 am
10:45 am

September 13
10 am
10:45 am

September 20
10 am
10:50 am

September 27
10 am
10:50 am

BCA Founding Day Service
Combined Dharma Exchange

Sunday Service 
Dharma Exchange
Japanese Service
First Day of Dharma School

Fall Ohigan
Dharma Exchange
Japanese Service
Dharma School
8 pm Newsletter Deadline

Sunday Service
New Member Social
Dharma School 

https://www.everydaybuddhist.org/
https://www.everydaybuddhist.org/
https://www.buddhistchurchesofamerica.org/
https://www.buddhistchurchesofamerica.org/
https://www.buddhistchurchesofamerica.org/
https://www.buddhistchurchesofamerica.org/chanting
https://www.buddhistchurchesofamerica.org/chanting
https://www.buddhistchurchesofamerica.org/chanting
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CONTACT US SEATTLE BETSUIN
BUDDHIST TEMPLE 1427 S MAIN

STREET SEATTLE, WA 98144
PHONE: 206. 329.0800

FAX: (206) 329-3703
 OFFICE @SEATTLEBETSUIN.ORG

WWW.SEATTLEBETSUIN.ORG

OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday-Wednesday and Friday:

 9:30 am - 5:30 pm.
Thursdays 9:30 am - 3:00 pm.
By appointment only due to the
reconstruction in the main
temple.

MINISTER 24 HOURS 206.329-0800
EXT. 2 REV KATSUYA KUSUNOKI,

RIMBAN

WHEEL OF THE SANGHA EDITORS
MIDORI TAKAGI, ENGLISH:

NEWSLETTER@
SEATTLEBETSUIN.ORG 

MACHIKO WADA, JAPANESE
DEADLINE VARIES - USUALLY 20th

DAY EACH MONTH AT
 8:00 PM

Personal Services Personal Services - Seattle

Betsuin Buddhist Temple

https://seattlebetsuin.org/services/ “For Families”

•Memorial Services •Wedding Ceremonies •Home &

Hospital Visits •Funerals & Pillow Services

http://seattlebetsuin.org/
https://seattlebetsuin.org/services/
https://seattlebetsuin.org/services/
https://seattlebetsuin.org/services/

	Seattle Betsuin Buddhist Temple a Shin Buddhist Temple
	Wheel of the Sangha
	Jodo Shinshu  Nishi Hongwanji-ha

	September Newsletter
	by Rimban Katsuya Kusunoki
	Receiving Buddhist Name
	The Seattle Betsuin’s 125th anniversary service is scheduled for Sunday, November 8th. Bishop Marvin Harada is going to officiate the service. He is also going to conduct the Kieshiki Affirmation Ceremony at 2:30
	Saturday, November 7th at Seattle Betsuin. “Kieshiki” is the important ceremony for Buddhists to receive their Buddhist name and affirm the Buddhist path as their path to walk. On this very special occasion, please receive your Buddhist Name.
	I would like to introduce four different ways to live as a Buddhist. These are: becoming a member of a Buddhist temple, receiving a Buddhist name, receiving Tokudo ordination, and receiving Kyoshi certification.
	The first one is to be a member of a Buddhist temple. Becoming a member of a Buddhist temple means that the person respects the Buddha’s teaching and supports a Buddhist temple and the Buddhist minister in  spreading the Buddha Dharma. There are different ways to support them. These are: making donations, cleaning up the temple, attending the service, helping with the temple activities, and introducing Buddhism to non-members. Our temple also asks our members to contribute their membership fees to help maintain the temple.
	Next, the second one, is to receive a Buddhist name. Our minds are fuzzy, unsteady, and uncertain. People need something to rely on or something to be the core of their life. People rely on religion, money, status, their family, their friends, and/or a well-known person. Receiving a Buddhist name means to take refuge in Buddha, Dharma, and Sangha and make Buddha’s teaching the core of their life. As Jodo Shinshu followers, we make Namoamidabutsu, (Amida Buddha’s Wisdom and Compassion), which Shinran Shonin revealed, the core of our life.

	The third way is to receive Tokudo ordination. Receiving Tokudo ordination means to live as a Buddhist minister/monk. Aspirants must take several hours of training to become a Jodo Shinshu minister. After they have completed this training, they are allowed to attend Tokudo ordination. In Tokudo ordination, they are given a yellow Okesa (special outer garment) by the Gomonshu, (the head priest and leader of our mother temple, Hongwanji). The Tokudo ordained are officially allowed to wear the Okesa. The Okesa is the official and proper attire for Buddhist ministers. Receiving Tokudo ordination means they are expected to wear Okesa to enter the Naijin, (altar area). The ordained ministers are responsible for serving the Buddha, which means to keep the Onaijin clean, offer candles, flowers, incense, and sutra chanting, and participate in Buddhist services/rituals in the Naijin.
	The last way is to receive Kyoshi certification. Kyoshi means teacher and master. Receiving Kyoshi certification means to be responsible for teaching and spreading the Buddha Dharma. The person who receives Kyoshi can be a resident minister. The resident ministers have a role in conveying Buddhism, Jodo Shinshu, to their Sangha (temple members) and area residents. The ministers who have Kyoshi are models of Buddhism. The members follow and listen to their guidance.
	I was born and raised at my family temple in Japan. I have been a member of the temple since I was born. I received my Buddhist name and Tokudo ordination at the age of 21. I went to Kyoto to study Buddhism and received Kyoshi certification at the age of 28. To be honest, I was just becoming aware of what it means to receive a Buddhist name, Tokudo ordination, and Kyoshi certification after I was assigned to Buddhist Churches of America as Kaikyoshi minister,  (full-time resident minister), at the age of 32. Although I am still immature  as a minister and repeat one trial and error after another, I enjoy serving the Seattle Betsuin Buddhist Temple.
	Wheel of the Sangha

	September Newsletter
	Kieshiki (Affirmation) Ceremony


	Application Form
	Kieshiki Meaning
	September 2026
	Chair’s Letter
	2026 Kieshiki Ceremony
	Homyo Kanji List

	Musical Notes
	Submitted by Kemi Nakabayashi
	After Seattle Bon Odori, many of our sangha members enjoyed the other bon odori events in the Northwest District. Did you know that the White River Buddhist Temple YouTube channel has the livestream of the bon odori from
	July 25 available to watch?
	https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F5q2aMZltmM – the introductions to the dances start at 4:23 into the livestream.
	Seattle Betsuin Ukulele Band (SBUB) will be leading “We Are One” for the first day of Dharma School service on Sunday, September 13. SBUB rehearsals are usually twice a month at 9:15 am on selected Sundays with plans to prepare a selection for the Autumn Music Service on November 22. The next Singing, Strumming, and Sharing Zoom will be on Monday evening, September 14 at 7 pm. Please contact Ann Oxrieder or any SBUB member for practice details or the temple office for the Zoom link if you would like to join.
	Strummers Marlene, Greg, Ann, Lauren, and Donna practicing!

	Ann Oxrieder
	Communications@SeattleBetsuin.org
	Seattle Betsuin Office
	office@SeattleBetsuin.org



	Autumn Music Service
	November 22, 2026
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	Sunday Service and Sunday Dharma Exchange Notes
	Submitted by Irene Goto
	Sunday Services take place in the Hondo (main hall) at 10:00AM, in person. Please sign up for Seattle Betsuin’s weekly e-news (newsletter) at www.SeattleBetsuin.org to receive live-

	Sunday, August 2, 2026  SEATTLE BETSUIN ATOMIC BOMB VICTIMS' INTERFAITH MEMORIAL SERVICE | 2026-08-02 - YouTube or https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LCuOA3Gtg_4
	Venerable So Anh Em, Wat Khemarak Pothiram offered opening chant. Clergy from Konko Church and Blaine Memorial United Methodist Church offered prayers. In lieu of Dharma Exchange, fellowship took place in the gym where refreshments were served.
	stream notification and other news via e-mail. Recorded Sunday Dharma Messages are available at https://www.youtube.com/SeattleBuddhistTemple. Dharma Exchange takes place after Sunday Service from 10:50AM to 11:30AM, in the Hondo (Main Hall) or the adjacent Chapel, and is in-person only. You are invited to join us as we hear and discuss various aspects of the Dharma, typically led by a minister.


	Sunday, July 26, 2026 The Storehouse of the Dharma | MA Leonora Clarke | 2026-07-26 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QjMcfKR3Emc&t=339s
	Minister’s Assistant Leonora Clarke relates The Threefold Refuge’s storehouse of the Dharma to books and the library. She relates the story of Honkobo Ryoken who saves the KyoGyoShinSho from a fire in Rennyo Shonin’s time.
	MA Leonora shows a sacred text, the cover of which is red; the color is said to be inspired by the story Hagagomori no Shogyo, and why our service book covers were traditionally red.

	At Dharma Exchange MA Leonora and Rev. Castro updated progress on rebuilding the Seattle Betsuin library.
	MA/Carpenter Leonora is shown sawing panels of board for shelving in the new library.
	Rev. Kusunoki leads Atomic Bomb Victims Memorial Service.
	Rev. Robert Giuletti, Konko Church of Seattle, offers closing prayer.
	Rev. Karen Yokota Love, Blaine Memorial United Methodist Church, offers her poem and a prayer
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	Sunday Service and Sunday Dharma Exchange Notes Continued
	Submitted by Irene Goto
	Sunday, August 9, 2026
	SEATTLE BETSUIN SUNDAY SERVICE | 2026-08-09 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IUJyKwTounI
	Rev. Kusunoki explains the most important practice in Jodo Shinshu Buddhism--listening. He relates the story of Kisa Gotami and the compassion she receives at each household she visits in looking for one that has never experienced death.
	Dharma Exchange was led by Rev. Kusunoki in the singing practice of Cho Rai Mon which will be sung at Seattle Betsuin’s 125th Anniversary Service on November 8, 2026, with the Gagaku group. The complete chanting/singing with Sho Shin Nembutsu Ge can be found at Bing Videos https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bqVbkUHQVdE&t=30s with Rev. Yuki Sugahara and Rev. Henry Adams. Other practice opportunities will take place at Seattle Betsuin before the November 8 Anniversary Service.
	Sunday August 16, 2026
	SEATTLE BETSUIN SUNDAY SERVICE | 2026-08-16 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CpMro1TOk7E&t=1543s
	Past Head Priest of Buddhist Churches of America, Rev. Kodo Umezu, performs symbolic kamisori, shaving of the head, during October 11, 2015, Kieshiki ceremony at Seattle Betsuin.

	Rev. Irene Goto relates her experience of receiving her honmyo, Buddhist Name, at Kieshiki Ceremony and her discovery of self-benefiting and benefiting others, jiri rita.
	Rev. Goto led Dharma Exchange with the idea of requiring Kieshiki/Affirmation applicants to have a certain degree of understanding of Buddhism. One attendee offered that Amida Buddha and we, as Jodo Shinshu, accept everyone as we are, without requirements. About 20 in attendance offered their experiences of Kieshiki/Affirmation ceremony and a suggestion to make an informational brochure for Kieshiki and Honmyo/Buddhist name opportunity.
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	Dharma School News



	Welcome back
	Dharma school
	to
	DON’T FORGET DHARMA SCHOOL BEGINS SEPTEMBER 13, 2026!
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	Seattle Betsuin Buddhist Women’s Association
	Submitted by Ileene Tanabe
	Seattle Betsuin Buddhist Women’s Association SBBWA’s Mission is to cultivate religious awareness as Jodo Shinshu Buddhist women and promote fellowship among its members; to serve and support the Seattle Betsuin, and contribute services to the welfare of the community.


	Happy 100th

	BIRTHDAY JULIE!
	Image from Japan Times
	We celebrated SBBWA member, Julie M's 100th birthday in July.
	She was celebrated by her family and many friends as well as recognized
	at Obon this year.
	Wishing Julie health and happiness throughout this monumental year!
	Submitted by Susie Y.
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	Seattle Betsuin Buddhist Women’s Association
	continued
	In August, our temple, along with the Seattle Hiroshima Club held an interfaith Atomic Bomb Victim's Memorial Service, remembering the many lives lost in Hiroshima and Nagasaki, and renewing our commitment to world peace. SBBWA has members who were in Hiroshima at the time of the bombing and are still active members today. We are deeply grateful for their years of dedicated service to our organization.
	Submitted by Tina K.

	This was taken at the Polynesian Festival, held at the Renton Uwajimaya on August 8th.
	Tomi performing the hula.
	Tomi Z., Peggy H. with daughter, Alecia, visiting the event and Marlene O. played the ukulele.

	Thank you SBBWA members that volunteered for the Hiroshima to Hope event.
	Bonnie Dussler
	Suzanne Fujinari
	Ann Hasegawa
	Gail Suzaka
	Nina Tomito-Kato
	Machiko Wada
	Kate Wehr
	Char Yoritsune
	Lauren Asaba
	Janice Deguchi
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	TROOP 252 UPDATE
	August 20, 2026
	During August, the troop went to summer camp! We went to Camp Parsons, on Hood Canal, for a week. Scouts worked on merit badges in the morning, participated in activities with the troop in the afternoon, and had fun at different camp-wide events in the evening. Scouts earned merit badges such as motorboating, wilderness survival, and even nuclear science! Troop time allowed us to bond through activities such as jumping off Camp Parsons’ well-known pier into the Puget Sound, rock climbing, and tomahawk throwing. In the evenings, camp staff hosted events like campfires with skits and songs as well as a funny live action recreation of the ‘Mario Movie.’ Some of us had been to summer camp multiple times before but for five scouts this was their first time. Congrats to Tyden, Miles, Kenichi, Alexis, and Nico for completing their first summer camp! On the final day of camp there was a multi-event competition called the ‘Hullabaloo’ between troops where we participated in field games, a relay race, and a canoe race. We all had a great time and are excited for weekly meetings to start back up in September.
	The troop prepares to go swimming. Featured: Theo, Ansel, Shaun, Jasper, Felix, Tyden, Nico, Alexis, Kenichi, and Miles
	Scouts Theo and Ansel jump off the pier


	Interested in joining the Scouts?
	New Scouts (age 11-17) can sign up for the troop below:

	Join Boy Scouts Troop 252
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	SBBT Archives Committee
	125th Anniversary History Workshop, November 7, 2026
	Join us for a 125th Anniversary Seattle Betsuin History workshop, “Our Shared Past: Recording the History of our Temple and our Lives,” on Saturday, November 7, 2026, 1:00-2:00pm at the Seattle Betsuin Buddhist Temple.
	Topics: During this one-hour workshop, we will highlight significant events in the Seattle Betsuin’s 125th year history and share information about how you can get started recording and preserving your memories, as well as those of your family and fellow Sangha members.
	Takeaways: Leave the workshop with knowledge of the people, events, and experiences that shaped the Seattle Betsuin into what it is today, and record at least one Seattle Betsuin Temple memory (for inclusion in the 125th Anniversary Time Capsule).
	Register Now! The workshop is free to attend -- no registration fee. See our workshop flyer to register online or contact the Seattle Betsuin Archives Committee at archives@seattlebetsuin.org.
	We look forward to seeing you!
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	125th Anniversary Photo Request – Help Us Celebrate Our History!
	As part of the Seattle Betsuin’s 125th Anniversary celebration, committee members Krista Lee and Dean O’Shields are gathering digital photos to feature in a year‑long social media campaign honoring our temple’s history.
	We are looking for old and historic photos of:
	The temple building (past and present)
	Temple organizations (BWA, YBA, Scouts, Dharma School, etc.)
	Temple events and celebrations, including Obon
	Any meaningful moments that capture our community’s history
	If you have digital photos you’d like to share, please email them to the Temple Office. office@seattlebetsuin.org
	When submitting, please include:
	The date or approximate year
	Names of people or organizations pictured (if known)
	Any background information that may be of interest
	While we cannot guarantee that every submission will be used, we warmly welcome all contributions as we work to preserve and share the memories that shape the Betsuin’s story.
	Thank you for helping us honor 125 years of community, tradition, and gratitude.
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	Committee seeks families of individuals housed in Nokotsudo
	Last year, the Nokotsudo Committee was formed to explore converting the temple’s Nokotsudo (Columbarium) from a temporary storage location of cremains to a permanent Nokotsudo. As part of the committee’s work, we are attempting to locate family contacts for the approximately 300 individuals currently housed in the Nokotsudo. If you have a family member in the Nokotsudo, please contact the temple office at office@seattlebetsuin.org.
	Also, if you would be interested in a niche in the permanent Nokotsudo, please contact the temple office.
	Urns by https://urnsbyatemo.com
	Wheel of the Sangha

	ON BEHALF OF THE MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE
	We would like to “thank” the following for contributing their 2026 sustaining membership dues - the basic dues towards Temple maintenance/operations (i.e. security-a high priority, staffing, up-to-date tech equipment/maintenance) plus Religious Programs (i.e., Live Streaming of Sunday services, Special Services, seminars with guest speakers, Sensei’s podcast).
	Janice Deguchi
	Irene Goto
	Sandra Cross
	Toki Gow
	John & Lynda Hamakami
	Ritsuko Kawahara
	Joanne Kimura
	Lisa Kumasaka
	Lynn Miyauchi
	Junko Nakano
	Sumio & Hiromi Sakata
	Henry & Christy Watanabe
	Keiko Watanabe
	Compiled by Joan N. & Steph O.



	We would like to “WELCOME” Toki Gow as a new member of our Sangha.
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	Welcome

	MEMBER
	FRIENDLY REMINDER REGARDING 2026 SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP DUES:
	If you have yet to pay your minimum suggested dues, the basic dues towards the Church maintenance/operations, please consider doing so now. Membership fee is $400 for those under 70 years of age; $350 for those 70 years and older; age 30 years old or younger, is $200. (There are no sustaining membership dues for children who are dependents under their parents).  The due date is September 30th. If you have been making installment payments, your balance is due by September 30th also.
	A portion of each sustaining membership collected is paid by the Betsuin to the BCA and the BCA Northwest District Council, an umbrella organization for BCA temples in the Pacific Northwest. Our 2026 membership count is reported to the BCA and to the NW District for our Betsuin’s assessment count.
	Any questions regarding your 2026 membership status, please contact the temple office.
	“THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT”
	(Sustaining membership committee)
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	SEPTEMBER SHOTSUKI HOYO
	The September Shotsuki Hoyo Memorial Service will honor the memory of those listed below who passed away in the Month of September
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	OCTOBER  SHOTSUKI HOYO
	The October Shotsuki Hoyo Memorial Service will honor the memory of those listed below who passed away in the Month of October
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	SEPTEMBER 2026  BETSUIN CALENDAR
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	The Seattle Betsuin
	Gratefully Acknowledges the Following Donations from July 20, 2026 - August 19, 2026
	Funeral/Memorial/Nokotsudo
	Mae Deguchi 7th Service & Seiichi Deguchi 33rd Service
	Ruth Akemi Conklin Memorial Service
	Interfaith Memorial Service
	Given by:
	Jean Deguchi, Chris Grabowski & Janice Deguchi
	Ruth Akemi Conklin
	Todd Hattori
	In Memory of Dick Yoshimura & Misao Yoshimura
	In Memory of Masako Kubo
	John & Lisa Duff
	June Kubo
	In Memory of Tetso & Daisy Toyoko Kuramoto, Uichi & Masayo Kuramoto, Fukutaro & Toku Norikane,
	Roy Tomokichi Kuromoto

	Wayne Kuramoto
	In Memory of Alvin & Mitsuko Terada
	Ernest & Sanaye Nagai, Fran Shintaku,
	Janie Okawa, Joan Nakano,
	Joe & Margaret Gotchy, Kathy Hasegawa, Kristina Genslak, Leonora Clarke,
	Louise Fang, Lynne Goodrich & Dennis Yasukochi, Mae Yamasaki & Gordon Habu, Mark Yuasa, Jeanne Chang & Family,
	Nami Kusunose, Rick Wong & Leanne Nishi-Wong, Takako Uchida, Tish Oye
	Mae Yamasaki & Gordon Habu, Rick Wong & Leanne Nishi-Wong, Connie Ozeki-Chinn, Frances Shintaku, Roy & Deanna Ikegami
	Nokotsudo
	Toki Gow
	Special Services
	All Sangha Memorial
	Atomic Bomb Memorial Service
	Yokoyama Family
	Aiko Fujii, Dale & Shizue Kaku, Ritsuko Kawahara, Seattle Hiroshima Club
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	The Seattle Betsuin
	Gratefully Acknowledges the Following Donations from July 20, 2026 - August 19, 2026
	Special Services
	Gotan-e
	Yokoyama Family
	Hatsubon / Obon
	Aiko Fujii, Edwin Fujii, Kate Wehr, Kiyoko & Howard Nakanishi, Margaret Teramoto, Pauline Sakuma, Rose Kishi, Sam Umeda, Sonoe Taketa, Tish Oye, Yoko Yanari
	Hatsubon / Obon - In Memory of Eichi Otsuka &
	Yoneko Otsuka

	Okano Family
	General Donation
	General Donation
	Hiromi Lorraine & Sumio Thomas Sakata, Jamie Huh, Janet Kramer, John & Lynda Hamakami, Kazunori & Noriko Takahashi, Lloyd Tyner III, Lynn Miyauchi, Nichiren Buddhist Church, Tami Arinobu, Yukiko Iwai
	Osaisen - Merrill Gardens
	Irene Mano, James & Ikuko Dodobara, Jui Ling Wang, Mabel Nishizaki, Miyoko Tazuma, Peggy Hanada, Sachiko Nakama, Sue Tanaka
	Bon Odori Donations
	Joan Nakano, Peter & Eileen Tokita, Ron Hamakawa, Yokoyama Family
	Bon Odori Sponsorships
	Aiko Fujii, Gwen Florence,
	Sato & Darlene Shimizu
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	The Seattle Betsuin
	Gratefully Acknowledges the Following Donations in July 20, 2026 - August 19, 2026
	General Donations
	Donation
	ARP Donations - In Honor of Kemi Nakabayashi &
	Jim Norton's Wedding Anniversary

	Given by:
	David & Sue Fischer, Janet Wells, Joyce Nakamura, Julie Hatta, Natalie Johnson, Tami Kaneko, Vickie Izuka
	ARP Donations
	Gary & Debbie Shibata, Jeffrey & Shelley Yokoyama, Tomoko Takayama Laverty
	Japanese Dharma Discussion
	Akiko Payne
	Kaneko Music Fund
	Donation for adopting obutsudan.
	General Donation
	Sterling Davenport
	Jesse Moneyhun
	Charlene & Curtis Nakayama, Donald Castro, Gary Higashi, Grace Hatano, Michael & Gayle Teramoto, Rick Wong & Leanne Nishi-Wong, Ron Hamakawa, Steve & Lori Chisholm, Tokuzo & Mari Okumura, Yukiko Iwai
	Vintage Japanese Donation Box  circa 1800s. Image from Etsy.com
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	With deep respect and gratitude, we are pleased to share with you this newly republished volume, Rennyo Shonin’s Letters: Gobunsho – Complete Five-Fascicle/Volume Version, published in 2026 by the Seattle Betsuin Buddhist Temple.
	This book represents the republication of a Japanese-to-English translation project undertaken by lay members of the Seattle Betsuin beginning in 1948 and completed in 1976, with ministerial guidance and support. May this volume help spark renewed engagement with Rennyo Shonin’s teachings and encourage fresh encounters with the Nembutsu in our shared life of faith.
	Pricing is set at $20 per volume with shipping option available.  ﻿Please use the link below to order your copy.
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