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 and insects must have lost their lives, too. I express my
deepest sorrow over all victims who lost their lives from the
fires. I also would like to express my heartfelt sympathy to
all the people who suffer from the fires.
    It was so painful when I watched the news. Some people
were driving their cars, but they needed to abandon their
cars to evacuate. Some people were evacuating with elderly
people or people who were ill. Even after they went to an
evacuation site, they must have heard sirens and seen fires.
The smoke must be spreading all over. People must be
scared the fire might spread to the evacuation site. There is
no place and time to rest peacefully. Some people must lose
hope because they lost their house. I express my sincere
respect for all people’s tireless work in firefighting and rescue
operations. I also worry about them because they must be
exhausted both physically and mentally. I can only get
information from TV and the internet. It is not easy for me
to understand the entire damage and how people suffer.
Above all, I wish that the fires are brought under control,
and people can live in peace and tranquility. 
    In Eshinni’s letter, there is a section where we learn about
Shinran Shonin’s travels in the Kanto area (near Tokyo).
About 800 years ago, Shinran Shonin and his family visited
a place called Sanuki. At that   time an earthquake and flood
hit that area. Many people lost their homes and died.
Shinran Shonin had studied and practiced Buddhism at Mt.
Hiei for twenty years when he was young. At Mt. Hiei the
reciting of Buddhist prayers and other Buddhist ceremonies
were practiced for the sake of keeping the nation tranquil.
One practice was Sutra Chanting. When he saw people who
were suffering in Sanuki, he recalled the sutras he practiced
and decided to chant three Pure Land Sutras one thousand
times to save people. But, after a few days, he stopped
chanting because, in Jodo Shinshu (The True Essence of
Pure Land Buddhist Teaching), Sutra Chanting is not the
same as intoning some magic words to change the 

weather and cure one’s illness. The practice is to listen to
the guidance of Amida Buddha and express appreciation
for Amida Buddha’s guidance. After he stopped
chanting, he and his family continued their travels to
spread Amida Buddha’s teachingWhen a disaster occurs,
each one of us must think about what we can do. We
may send money or relief materials for people who are
suffering. We may call or send messages to our friends
who are suffering. To Jodo Shinshu followers, we may
send Nembutsu, Sutra, and Dharma to which we always
listen. Our ability is limited, and yet there are countless
ways to support others. In Buddhism, Compassion is
one of the important teachings. Compassion is the heart
to understand the pain of others. Amida Buddha’s
compassion embraces us and tells us of Buddha’s great
kindness. We all learn from it. With appreciation of
receiving Amida Buddha’s compassion, we help others.
People in LA, our Nembutsu friends in LA, need help
now. Let’s think about what we can do for them and do
what we can.

LA fires began on January 7th, and they
are still still going on. It is one of the
most destructive wildfires in Los Angeles
history. The fires burnt trees on
mountains and destroyed houses and
buildings. More than 150,000 people
have been under mandatory evacuation
or evacuation warnings. It is said that 27
people died from the fires. Many animals 

TEMPLE RESTORATION UPDATE

Replacement of Memorial Hall

windows is nearly complete.

Refinishing of Onaijin pillars and

beams continues.

Due to ongoing construction,

access to the temple, including the

gym, kitchen, dining room, basement

restrooms, and scout room (during

the weekdays), will be restricted

for the next three weeks for the

safety of our Sangha members. We

appreciate your understanding as

we navigate through the next

chapter of the restoration

process.

Submitted by:

                   Tyler Moriguchi, 

          Seattle Betsuin Chairperson



Scholarship Applications Due

February 2, 2025

On behalf of the Seattle Betsuin

Scholarship Committee, we want to

announce the applications for the

Tsujihara Family Memorial

Scholarship, for those graduating

from high school in 2025 and the

Shimokon Scholarship Grant, for

those in college in their second

year or higher, and pursuing a

science degree, are available on-

line on the temple’s website,

https://seattlebetsuin.org/

scholarship/. Qualification details

and the themes for the essays are

available via the website. The

submissions will be on-line, with

submissions due by February 2,

2025, 2:30 p.m. Pacific Time.

Gassho, SBC Scholarship

Committee

Seattle Betsuin Nokotsudo Survey 

シアトル別院納骨堂サーベイ
The Seattle Betsuin is considering offering a permanent Nokotsudo

(Columbarium) to store cremated remains (cremains). We are trying to

determine if there is interest from the Sangha. Please take a minute to answer

the questions regarding a permanent Nokotsudo at the temple.  

シアトル別院ではご遺骨が収められる、永続的な納骨堂（コランバリウム）を提供する計画があります。永続的な納
骨堂の設置はサンガの皆様のご関心があるかで決められることになります。ここにあります質問にお答えください。

よろしくお願いいたします。  

Thank you, Nokotsudo Committee / 納骨堂コミティー 
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February Chair’s Letter
By Tyler Moriguchi

As we enter our second year of recovery from the Arson fire, the Seattle
Betsuin faces many challenges and opportunities. When we reopen the
doors to our Hondo later this year we can expect to see an influx of
people curious to see the newly refurbished Naijin. Many of these
visitors will have a connection to the Temple, perhaps they grew up
coming to temple or maybe their parents or grandparents had their
weddings or funerals here. This will be an opportunity for the Sangha to
reconnect, share the Buddha-Dharma in a way that invites these
individuals to reengage, and keep coming back. The challenge is how
will we, as a Sangha, welcome these people back to the temple?
Another challenge we face is the rising cost of maintaining the temple.
Unfortunately, after the fire our insurance company informed us that
they would not be renewing our insurance policy. While we were
fortunate to find a new insurance company, our new insurance premium
is almost three times as expensive. As our membership numbers decline,
the costs to operate and maintain the temple continue to rise. 
Over the coming year, I will be working with the Betsuin board to take
advantage of the opportunities and address the challenges. None of this
work can be done without the input and support of the Sangha. I hope
you will ask questions, make suggestions, and volunteer your time and
energy to help us ensure the continued future of the Seattle Betsuin for
generations to come. 
I hope you will be able to join us for our Nirvana Day/Pet Memorial
Day service and Annual Membership Meeting on February 16th and
our Betsuin New Year’s Party on the 23rd. 
Gassho, Tyler Moriguchi
chairperson@seattlebetsuin.org

*Due to ongoing construction and exposed electrical wiring, other areas
besides the temple gym, dining room, kitchen, basement restrooms, and
Scout meeting room are OFF limits.

sbc scholarship committee

announces the

tsujihara family memorial

scholarship

SURVEY CLICK HERE

https://seattlebetsuin.org/scholarship/
https://seattlebetsuin.org/scholarship/
mailto:chairperson@seattlebetsuin.org
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=Q6VBqvT6zUGpgplE8pbW9_PipsKW0F5DqfDUti1_DxpURTgzTThLQ0hDTkpSMkFHSjBLOU9KQkFYUiQlQCN0PWcu&route=shorturl
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Musical Notes

Submitted by Kemi Nakabayashi

   For Hoonko service last month, we used
the new Roland electric piano purchased to
replace the one damaged by the fire. Thanks
to Rick Wong for helping with the assembly
and Alex Sakamoto for the tech support.
We will continue to use it for special services 

 and encourage you to come to the services in person to really
appreciate the great sound quality!
  BCA Music Committee is participating in some open programs as
part of the BCA National Council Meeting. In the Buddhist
Education track of workshops on Saturday afternoon, February 22,
the Music Committee is presenting with the BCA Film & Video
Committee and the BCA Art Committee. Come “join the journey” of
BCA Music and here about resources and projects. Immediately
following the BCA Eitaikyo Service on Sunday, March 2, the Music
Committee is also preparing new musical offerings for the National
Council Meeting closing program. 

View Past Services 

https://youtube.com/seattlebuddhisttemple 

   SeattleBetsuin.com/calendar

We welcome 2025! It’s hard to believe that it has been a
year since the arson at our temple. Thank you to
everyone’s efforts as we continue to move forward in the
restoration. It was nice to welcome back Miyaji Sensei to
the Pacific Northwest when he came for a Hoonko
seminar and service. After Dharma School, we ate
delicious nigome with the sangha. The following week
after Dharma School, we enjoyed the ochazuke bar
together, too! As we ended the month, Dharma School
enjoyed yet another opportunity to eat Japanese food, on
our field trip to Tacoma Buddhist Temple, joining them
for mochitsuki.  

Gassho,
Claire and Yvette

Dharma School News

Submitted by Joan Nakano 

Dharma Exchange Notes
Submitted by Irene Goto 

There was no Dharma Exchange on Sunday,
January 5, 2025, following the week’s events
of New Year’s Eve Service Joya-e and New
Year’s Day Gantan-e and ringing of the
bonsho Bell; attendees enjoyed social time in
the gym.

Rev. T. Miyaji

On January 12, 2025, Rev Dr Takashi
Miyaji invited questions at Dharma
Exchange. He addressed the possibilities of
of more distance learning at IBS of which
he is Dean; bion in chanting; the difference
between karma and soul. Rev Miyaji
offered Japanese and English seminars on
the prior Saturday regarding the language
of Shin Buddhism.

Dharma Exchange on January 19,
2025, took place in the gym on a cold
and sunny Sunday featuring video
clips of the BCA sponsored 2024
Techno Hoyo Tour U.S. in a service
format with music, dance, and light
show. Rev Irene Goto asked
attendees to view the clips, break into
small groups, and discuss and share
thoughts of Techno Hoyo. Shared
impressions were mixed; some
impressions differed according to age,
and some questioned that this type of
service would attract continued
attendance. After the exchange,
ochazuke was served.

Temple volunteers, Alex, Ron,
and Rick set up a new electric
rice cooker in preparation to

serve ochazuke, after Dharma
Exchange January 19, 2025, in

the gym.

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=Q6VBqvT6zUGpgplE8pbW9_PipsKW0F5DqfDUti1_DxpURTgzTThLQ0hDTkpSMkFHSjBLOU9KQkFYUiQlQCN0PWcu&route=shorturl
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 SBBWA
Submitted by Lauren Asaba

Seattle Betsuin Buddhist Women’s Association SBBWA’s Mission
is to cultivate religious awareness as Jodo Shinshu Buddhist
women and promote fellow-ship among its members; to serve
and support the Seattle Betsuin, and contribute services to the
welfare of the community.

The holiday season is a wonderful time to spend with family and
friends.Our Social Services Committee put together special Kimochi
bags for members who are unable to attend in-person service at the
temple. Thank you to everyone that put together the bags and made
home visits. And, kudos to Janet who delivered a “virtual gift” to
Norigiku in Japan. This was a special opportunity to stay
connected.

Janet and Kinue

Peggy and Gayle Mabel and Leanne

This year’s Joya-e Service held in the gym was well attended by
temple and community members, 170 tickets were handed out to
those wishing to ring the bell. Thank you to all who tidied up the
area around the park and to our greeters who warmly welcomed
everyone in. 

Mae and Ann

Steph and Kate
Graphics by Takeshi Ishikawa



Thank you for volunteering!
Joya-e Service
Andrea Mano, Rob & Mai Ketcherside,
 Nina Tomita-Kato, Kanako Kashima, 
Kate Wehr, Steph Ojima, Alex Sakamoto,
Evan Ko, Emily Ko, Ann Oxrieder,
 Mae Yamasaki, Lynne Goodrich, 
Lauren Asaba, Marie Kosai-Luke, 
Howard Luke, Marissa Wong, Rick Wong,
Donna Zumoto

January Sunday Service Toban
Steph Ojima, Alex Sakamoto, Calvin Terada,
Nina Tomita-Kato, Ann Oxrieder,
 Marissa Wong, and Rick Wong
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For the Hoonko Service, the
Food Preparation Committee
made nigome for the sangha to
enjoy. Thank you to Gail S for
coordinating and to Char,
Shizu, Kanako, Nina, Nori,
Mae, Machiko, Ayano and
Ann who chopped, stirred and 

seasoned the New Years
treat. A special thanks to
Ron and Susie T for
preparing the delicious
zenzai. 

Gail and Ann

Nori and Charlene

On January 19th the new rice
cookers were put to the test.
To the delight of the Sangha,
Ron and his crew presented a
delicious “ochazuke bar” and
our experienced rice preparers’,
Janet and Nina made a perfect
pot of rice for the toppings and
tea. Thank you to all the
temple members who worked
together to make this delicious
treat! Janet

Nicole

Watch BCA’s 125th

Anniversary Telethon Event

at     

Buddhist Churches of America 

Youtube.com

Seattle

Betsuin

Dharma

Exchange  

11:00AM in-

person

Sundays after

Service 

Weekly Dharma Messages

Available on Seattle Betsuin

YouTube and Spotify 

Seattle Betsuin on YouTube

Seattle Betsuin on Spotify 

http://www.youtube.com/
https://www.youtube.com/c/SeattleBuddhistTemple
https://open.spotify.com/show/2sCha3pM767xQg9YyvBpHZ
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Volunteer Opportunities!

Interested in helping out during services? 
 

Whether it's setting up, greeting, or tackling cleanup, 
 there's something for everyone to enjoy.

Sign up using the link below!
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ON BEHALF OF THE MEMBERSHIP
COMMITTEE

We would like to “thank” the following for contributing
their 2025 sustaining membership dues - the basic dues
towards Temple maintenance/operations (i.e.security-a high
priority, staffing, up-to-date tech equipment/maintenance)
plus Religious programs i.e., Live Streaming of Sunday
services, Special Services, seminars with guest speakers,
Sensei’s podcast, and even our book club).

To start the New Year off, we would like to ‘WELCOME’
Susan Moriguchi and Kate Wehr as new members of our

Sangha.

Compiled by Howard L, Ilene T., Joan N., & Steph O.

Lauren Asaba, Aiko Fujii, Suzanne Fujinari,
 Joseph & Margaret Gotchy,

 Gary & Sandee Hamatani, Rose Kishi, 
Susan Moriguchi,

 Jim Norton & Kemi Nakabayashi, 
Alexander Peterson, Ayn Quan, Steph Ojima, 

Paul Suguro,
 Troy Parke & Mayumi Terada, Kiyo Takashima,

 Grace Tazuma, Miyoko Tazuma, 
Kayoko Terada,

 Margaret Teramoto, Kate Wehr, 
Arlene Yamada 

English Dharma Dialogue 
with Reverence Kusunoki 

Feb 11, 2025 6:30 pm
via Zoom

Join Rev. Kusunoki where he will
continue to cover topics from “Cocktails”

by Rev. Masao Kodani

SUNDAY SERVICE TOBAN

REGISTER HERE

MIND OF A MINISTER - EPISODE 7

Minds of Ministers is a
casual, podcast-style

conversation with Rev.
Katsuya Kusunoki,

Resident Minister of the
Seattle Betsuin. 

FIND US ON
SPOTIFY

FIND US ON
 YOUTUBE

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C084FA8AE2FA0FDC70-53300438-sunday/152414200#/
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/NzZEBuKnToOaNQyhpC6Wew#/registration
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T8iOyNi4MiI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T8iOyNi4MiI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T8iOyNi4MiI
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FEBRUARY SHOTSUKI HOYO

The February Shotsuki Hoyo Memorial Service will honor the memory of those listed below who passed away in the
Month of February 
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MARCH SHOTSUKI HOYO

The March Shotsuki Hoyo Memorial Service will honor the memory of those listed below who passed away in the Month
of March 
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EVERYDAY BUDDHIST: 
HTTPS://WWW.EVERYDAYBUDDHIST.ORG

2025 SEATTLE BETSUIN 
SUNDAY SERVICES

and DX (Dharma Exchange)

Feb 2    Scout Sunday Service
Feb 9    Lady Kujo & Lady Otani Memorial Service/ Dana Day
              SBBWA General Meeting
Feb 16  Nirvana Day and Pet Memorial Service
Feb 23 Seattle Betsuin New Year’s Party
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SEATTLE BUDDHIST
CHURCH

1427 S MAIN STREET
SEATTLE, WA 98144

seattle betsuin’s

meditation

 is on Zoom only.

Email

newsletter@

seattlebetsuin.com

for the link

BCA EVENTS

Buddhist Churches

of America

Buddhism | Buddhist

Churches Of

America

2025 FEBRUARY
WHEEL OF THE SANGHA

A MONTHLY NEWSLETTER OF
SEATTLE BUDDHIST CHURCH

DHARMA EXCHANGE
AFTER SERVICE

11:00 AM IN-PERSON

CHANT ALONG WITH MINISTERS TO AUDIO OF SUTRA
CHANTING BY CLICKING CHANTING | BCA

(BUDDHISTCHURCHESOFAMERICA.ORG)

https://www.buddhistchurchesofamerica.org/
https://www.buddhistchurchesofamerica.org/
https://www.buddhistchurchesofamerica.org/
https://www.buddhistchurchesofamerica.org/chanting
https://www.buddhistchurchesofamerica.org/chanting
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OFFICE HOURS:
10:00AM-3:00PM

CALL FOR RECORDED
UPDATES AND FOR

EMERGENCIES

MINISTER 24 HOURS
206.329-0800 EXT. 2

REV KATSUYA KUSUNOKI,
RIMBAN

WHEEL OF THE SANGHA EDITORS
MIDORI TAKAGI, ENGLISH:

NEWSLETTER@
SEATTLEBETSUIN.ORG

MACHIKO WADA, JAPANESE
DEADLINE VARIES - USUALLY 4TH

FRIDAY EACH MONTH AT
8:00 PM

Personal Services

Personal Services - Seattle Betsuin Buddhist Temple

https://seattlebetsuin.org/services/ 

“For Families”

•Memorial Services

•Wedding Ceremonies

•Home & Hospital Visits

•Funerals & Pillow Services

CONTACT US
SEATTLE BETSUIN

BUDDHIST TEMPLE
1427 S MAIN STREET
SEATTLE, WA 98144

PHONE: 206. 329.0800
FAX: (206) 329-3703

OFFICE @SEATTLEBETSUIN.ORG
WWW.SEATTLEBETSUIN.ORG

structures for the organization. The anticipated salary range is $55,000 to $65,000 depending upon experience. Wisteria View
Housing offers a generous benefits package including company paid health/vision/dental insurance, retirement contributions
plus up to 3% additional matching retirement contributions, paid vacation and holidays and parental and health related leave. A
full job description as well as instructions on how to apply are posted at  www.wisteriaview.org/jobs/

Wisteria View Housing seeks a full-time program coordinator and bookkeeper to
coordinate day-to-day operations and build strong financial systems and reporting 

https://seattlebetsuin.org/services/
https://seattlebetsuin.org/services/
http://www.wisteriaview.org/jobs/

