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ñConvenient Tool or Pathò           
by Rimban Katsuya Kusunoki 

Y oung Buddhist Editorial (YBE) was formed here in Seattle about a year ago. After that, many people joined this group from different 

places, and it will become a Buddhist Churches of Americaôs affiliated 

organization. This group uses modern ways and varieties of format to 

express their Buddhist views and thoughts. I am truly interested in how 

this group will grow and develop their programs and activities. 

One day a member of YBE asked to interview me. She gave 

me a question, ñWhat have you achieved this year, and how can you 

view it from a Buddhist perspective?ò Then, I chose a topic, ñOne year 

of ---ò for this interview. She sent me some examples: ñOne year of vir-

tual relationship, interdependence, love, loneliness, or virtual servicesò. 

If they interviewed you, what topic would you choose?  I chose ñOne 

year of ministerôs role and templeôs roleò. There were a lot of things 

that happened within a year. When I reflect upon ñministerôs role and 

templeôs roleò, I thought there are two types of Buddhists. 

First, there are Buddhists who utilize Buddha Dharma as a con-

venient tool to make their lives happy and to improve their society. I 

want to share one example. Seattle Betsuin has a great maintenance 

team. When a templeôs door broke, they brought their toolbox, took ap-

propriate tools out, and fixed it. When a wall needed to be repainted, 

they brought paint matching the wallôs color, and painted it. We are 

able to comfortably use our temple because our maintenance team 

keeps maintaining our temple building. I would like to express my 

deepest appreciation to them.  

Similar to our temple building, there are many problems and 

issues to be fixed in our human world. When people encounter a social 

issue, they try to find a way to fix it. For example, when racial discrimi-

nation occurs, they try to find a teaching to fix this issue. When an en-

vironmental issue or political issue comes up, they try to find guidance 

in Buddha Dharma. Sometimes, they have their answer already and 

then try to find a Buddhist teaching which goes along with or justifies 

their answers. In this case, social issues come first, 
continued on p. 2... 
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Join Seattle Betsuin's 
Virtual Programs  

We have ongoing Book Study, 
Meditation, Dharma Exchange. 
See information on p. 11 and 
below on how to join virtually.  

Weekly Meditation at 9:00AM on 
Sundays. Contact webmas-
ter@seattlebetsuin for a Zoom link.  

Next Seattle Betsuin Book Study 
will meet on Saturday, March 20, at 
9:30AM. See info on p. 4. 
 
To receive Zoom links to Buddhist 
Book Study, Sangha Exchange, and 
DS Dharma Exchange, go to newslet-
ter@seattlebetsuin.com and specify 
the group in the subject line. You 
will be emailed a link. 
 

Sunday and Weekday 
Morning Services Online 
Su. M. W. Sat. 10:00AM: 
https://youtube.com/
seattlebuddhisttemple/           
Search ñplaylistsò 
 

Calendar: p. 16 and at   
     SeattleBetsuin.com 

Rimban Kusunoki presenting Dharma 

Message on  February 21 via Seattle 

Betsuin Nirvana Day/Pet Memorial 

mailto:newsletter@seattlebetsuin.com
mailto:newsletter@seattlebetsuin.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AjaT22MXF2o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AjaT22MXF2o
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and they use Buddha Dharma as a tool to fix them. 

If the tool does not work for these social issues, 

there is no reason for them to use and keep it.  

Second, there is another group of Buddhists 

who recognize and appreciate Buddha Dharma as 

their path. They always listen to the Buddha Dhar-

ma and follow the Buddhaôs guidance in their daily 

lives. They fully put themselves into Buddha Dhar-

ma. As a result of walking this path, they live their 

full lives and live with gratitude every day. People 

live in peace and harmony.  The community and 

society become more peaceful. Even when they 

walk the Buddhist path, they still encounter many 

issues. In this case, they use Buddhaôs view to see 

these issues and find the way to live based on Bud-

dha Dharma. Buddha Dharma does not tell us any 

fixed answers. Therefore, each individual person 

has to sincerely consider these issues and find their 

own way. For these people, Buddha Dharma is a 

foundation for their views, thoughts, and actions. 

Buddha Dharma is the Center of their life. 

Sometimes people create their own image 

of the ideal Buddhist and think that a Buddhist has 

to live a certain way. But for people who walk the 

Buddhist path, it is their Buddhist life even if their 

lifestyles are all different. They live their life just as 

they are. It is how I appreciate the teaching of natu-

ralness.  

When I thought back on this one year, I felt 

that many people were using Buddha Dharma as a 

convenient tool. If I say so, you may think I put my-

self aside and talk about other people only. In hon-

esty, I feel that I am also using Buddha Dharma as 

a convenient tool occasionally.  So, I have to al-

ways ask myself if I am walking the Buddhist path 

or using Buddha Dharma as a tool. 

Using Buddha Dharma as a tool could be an 
entrance for someone to enter the Buddhist Path. It 
is fine, but we have to remember that using Buddha 
Dharma as a tool should not be a goal as a Bud-
dhist. Seattle Betsuin is a Buddhist temple, and I 
am a resident minister to serve this temple. I 
learned from this interview that it is my responsibil-
ity to share the Buddhist path with you. Buddha 
Dharma, Nembutsu teaching has to be a center of 
our temple activities.  Now I would like to ask you 
one question. Do you use Buddha Dharma as a 
convenient tool or walk the Buddhist Path, Nem-
butsu path?  

Gassho, 

 

...Rimbanôs Message continued from p. 1 

Rev. Kusunoki presented 5 Dharma Awards and 3 Sangha 

Awards on February 7 via Zoom. The recipients read their essays 

that completed 2 years of course requirements for the BCAôs religious 

awards.    Dharma award may be achieved by any age group and 

Sangha Award is achieved by Scouts. Please inquire, if you are inter-

ested. - IG         Below, applause by Zoom audience: 

Sangha Award 

Danilo 

Adlai 

Jared 

Macy 

Mika 

Maia 

Corrina 

Kenzo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

            Congratulations: 

Dharma Award 



 

Seattle Betsuin Newsletter      Wheel of the Sangha    Volume 41    Issue 3     March    2021  p. 3 

 Tea Talk by Leanne Nishi-Wong         

The Betsuin has been closed to members and the public for one year. This 
monthôs anniversary is not one to celebrate, but a time to reflect on how this 
past year has changed our lives.  

Last yearôs Wheel of Sangha newsletter, for March, contained many upcoming 
events for 2020. Articles printed in any given month are written the previous 
month, and in February, the future looked productive and bright for the Bet-
suin. While the temple is still productive, the brightness is dim since we are 
not able to interact in person.  

March ushers in the Spring Equinox, with Ohigan, which is celebrated March 17-23. Ohigan 
(ñthe other shore of enlightenmentò) celebrates the change in seasons and includes visits to an-
cestral gravesites to honor those who came before us. If you visit Japan during this period, you 
might see the flowers associated with Ohigan. They are called higanbana (the flower of higan) 
and are found blooming near gravesites. The flowers are red spider lilies. They are pretty, but 
deadly, as the roots are poisonous.  

Spider lilies can be equated with human nature. Each of us has poisonous thoughts and actions. 
The six paramitas, associated with Ohigan reflections, teaches us to recognize and overcome 
these negative traits to be welcome blooms in life. 

May your Ohigan reflections be positive and bright! 

Gassho, 

Leanne 

ON BEHALF OF THE MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEEé 
We would like to ñthankò the following for contributing their 2021 sustaining membership dues - the 
basic dues towards Temple maintenance/operations and programs.  The minimum for individual 
membership is $400 (for under 70 years of age), and $350 (for 70 years of age and over). 

�0�L�F�K�H�O�H���$�R�N�L�����%�R�Q�Q�L�H���'�X�V�V�O�H�U�����$�L�N�R���)�X�M�L�L�����6�D�W�R�U�X���	���*�U�D�F�H���,�F�K�L�N�D�Z�D�����(�Y�D�Q���.�R����
�6�K�R�J�R���	���)�X�V�D�N�R���.�X�V�X�P�L�����.�L�Q�X�H���.�X�Z�D�K�D�U�D�����-�X�O�L�H���0�D�\�H�G�D�����7�V�X�N�D�V�D���	���.�H�L�N�R��
�1�D�P�H�N�D�W�D�����0�D�E�H�O���1�L�V�K�L�]�D�N�L�����%�H�Q���	���(�V�W�X���6�K�L�P�E�R�����7�K�R�P�D�V���6�P�L�W�K�����.�X�Q�L�N�R���7�D�N�D��
�P�X�U�D�����.�H�Y�L�Q���7�D�Q�H�P�X�U�D�����3�H�J�J�\���7�D�Q�H�P�X�U�D�����)�O�R�U�H�Q�F�H���7�H�U�D�P�L�����0�D�F�K�L�N�R���:�D�G�D����
�/�H�D�Q�Q�H���1�L�V�K�L-�:�R�Q�J�����0�L�F�K�L�N�R���:�R�Q�J�����&�X�U�W�L�V���<�R�N�R�\�D�P�D�����-�D�V�R�Q���<�R�N�R�\�D�P�D�����7�U�H�Y�R�U��
�<�R�N�R�\�D�P�D�����1�R�E�X�R���<�X�W�D�Q�L 

Weôd like to óWelcomeô  

TREVOR YOKOYAMA   

as a new member to our Sangha 

                     

       (Compiled by Howard, Joan, Pauline & Steph) 


