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ñMyokonin Shomaò                 
           by Rimban Katsuya Kusunoki    
 

In the long history of Jodo Shinshu, there were some 

people who really understood and appreciated Amida 

Buddhaôs teaching. These people are called 

ñMYO KO NIN (rare-wonderful-person)ò. 

There was a MYO KO NIN whose name 

was Shoma. He was born around the year of 

1800 and passed away in 1872. He was not a 

scholarly person. He was a person who ar-

dently and honestly listened to Buddhaôs 

teaching. Because of his honest and consci-

entious character, many people visited him 

to ask him about their problems or question 

him about the Jodo Shinshu teaching. Let 

me introduce two of Shomaôs stories. 

 

ñShoma and a young female ministerò There was a 

young female Buddhist minister who had some ques-

tions about the Jodo Shinshu teaching. She visited a 

temple and conveyed her understanding and appreci-

ation of the Buddha Dharma to the head minister of 

this temple. And she asked the head minister, 

ñIs my understanding correct? Am I able to 

be born into the Amida Buddhaôs Pure 

Land?ò 

The head minister of this temple replied,    

ñYes, you are right.ò 

She was so happy to hear that and went home. 

 After a few days, she was worried about her un-

derstanding of Buddhaôs teaching, again. She visited 

another temple, and conveyed her understanding and 

appreciation of Buddhaôs teaching and asked the head 

minister of that temple, 

ñIs my understanding correct? Am I able to 

be born into the Amida Buddhaôs Pure 

Land?ò 

The head minister of that temple answered, 

ñNo, you are wrong.ò 

She told each minister the same thing but one said 

she was right the other said she was wrong. She was 

confused and didnôt know what she should do. At 

that time, her friend recommended that she visit 

Shoma to get his guidance. She asked him, 

ñShoma, Which minister should I believe? 

Which ministerôs answer is right?ò 

Shoma replied, 

ñYou should not be confused with these 

ministersô answers because these minis-

ters do not own the Pure Land. I just lis-

ten to the Amida Buddha because Amida 

Buddha created the Pure Land and tells 

me that my birth in the Pure Land is set-

tled.ò 

 

ñShoma and his friendò Shomaôs friends got 

seriously ill. A doctor gave up trying to cure 

his illness. This friend was also a Jodo 

Shinshu follower, and he used to listen to Dharma 

Talks and take Buddhist study classes. But when he 

encountered his death, he totally forgot about Amida 

Buddhaôs teaching. He was constantly complaining 

to his family. 

ñI donôt want to die. Where am I going after 

I die? I am not ready yet.ò 

He was confused and distracted a lot. Because the 

family did not know what they could do for him, they 

decided to ask Shoma to visit him. The family ex-

pected Shoma to give him some venerable words to 

get relief and become settled. 

 Shoma arrived at his friendôs home. He passed 

through his friendôs bedroom and walked straight to 

their family Buddhist altar, OBUTSUDAN, and sat 

down there. Shoma opened the altar and started 

chanting Sutra and expressed his appreciation to 

Amida Buddha. The family was utterly at a loss for 

words because of his unexpected behavior.  

The family told Shoma, 

ñShoma, we donôt need you to chant a sutra 

today. We asked you to talk to him about the 

afterlife. Please go to his bedside and let him 

get relief.ò  
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Shoma replied, 

ñWhat are you saying? I didnôt make the pri-

mal vow. I have no power to save him. I 

donôt have anything to tell him. Amida Bud-

dha made the primal vow óif he and I 

should not be born into the Amida Bud-

dhaôs Pure Land, may Amida Buddha not 

attain the perfect enlightenment.ô Amida 

Buddha had already attained the perfect en-

lightenment. This Amida Buddha is here 

now with us. Do you think this is not 

enough? Do you think we have to do some-

thing else to be born into the Amida Bud-

dhaôs Pure Land?ò  

Shomaôs friend who was dying heard Shomaôs words, 

and he said, 

ñThat is true. I forgot the Amida Buddhaôs 

teaching and worried about my afterlife. 

Amida Buddha made the primal vow for me 

to be born there. Amida Buddha is always 

with me. I donôt have to worry anything 

about my afterlife even though I am an im-

perfect person.ò 

He recited NAMOAMIDABUTSU and became se-

cure. 

 These two Shoma stories tell us what a Jodo 

Shinshu follower should be. Shomaôs answer is sim-

ple and strikes to the heart of Amida Buddhaôs teach-

ing. We just rely on Amida Buddha and listen to the 

Amida Buddhaôs guidance without any calculations. 

Then we just recite NAMOAMIDABUTSU with 

gratitude. Gassho, 
 

Happy November  

As we transition from fall into winter, 

November is a time to reflect on grati-

tude. Not only do we observe the 

Thanksgiving holiday, November is the 

month for our annual Betsuin Anniversary and Eit-

aikyo  Muen Hoyo (Perpetual Memorial) service 

(November 17th). On November 1, 1901, Reverend 

Kakuryo Nishijima arrived in Seattle from San Fran-

cisco to help establish the Northwest District Young 

Menôs Buddhist Association (YMBA).  Two weeks 

later, on November 15th, the YMBA was officially 

founded. It is thanks to Reverend Nishijima, the 57 

Buddhists who petitioned for a temple in Seattle, and 

countless others that we are here today. Not only do 

we observe and recognize those who helped found the 

Betsuin, the Eitaikyo Muen Hoyo service also recog-

nizes all who have come before us, known and un-

known.  

 I would like to take a moment to express my 

gratitude to everyone who has supported the temple 

over the last 123 years, and especially who have 

helped us to recover and rebuild from the arson attack 

at the beginning of the year. Iôm happy to report that 

we have begun holding services in the temple gym, 

allowing more Sangha members to attend in person. 

Reconstruction of the Hondo, offices, and Memorial 

Hall Chapel is set to begin this month. It is through 

the tireless work of so many that the Sangha contin-

ues even through these difficult times.  

 I hope you will be able to join us for a service 

soon.  

In Gratitude, Tyler Moriguchi 

Call for Board of Directors 

Candidates As we look toward the future 

of Seattle Betsuin, we are seeking new leaders to join 

our Board of Directors. With several long-serving 

members stepping down, this is a great opportunity to 

bring fresh ideas and perspectives to help guide our 

temple through an important chapter of renewal and 

growth. 

 Board members play a crucial role in shaping the 

future of Seattle Betsuin. They provide input on stra-

tegic and financial planning, community engage-

ment, and participate in decision-making that will in-

fluence the direction of our temple for years to come. 

The commitment is a 3-year term, with monthly 

meetings focused on key initiatives and matters that 

impact member-engagement, religious & social pro-

gramming and facilities just to name a few.  

 In the next 6, 12, 18 months, we will be re-

emerging from the challenges of the arson and re-

opening our temple. Now, more than ever, we need 

dedicated individuals who are passionate about shap-

ing this new era for Seattle Betsuin. 

 Your involvement as a board member will leave 

a lasting legacy and help ensure the strength and vi-

tality of our temple for future generations. 

 If you are interested in serving or would like 

more information, please contact Ileene in the Temple 

Office. 
   

Gassho,  

Ann Oxrieder and Grace Tazuma  

 

...Myokonin Shoma... continued 



 

Seattle Betsuin Newsletter      Wheel of the Sangha    Volume 44    Issue 11       November  p.  3 

ON BEHALF OF THE     
MEMBERSHIP                
COMMITTEE... 

We would like to ñthankò the following for contrib-

uting their 2024 sustaining membership dues - the 

basic dues towards Temple maintenance/operations 

(i.e. - fix the roof, remodel of the Memorial Hall) and 

programs (i.e. ï Live Streaming of Sunday services 

and Special Services, seminars, pod casts, and book 

club). 

Chris Grabowski, Erin Hoffman-John, No-
rigiku Horikawa, Alan & Lori Hoshino, 
Yaeko Ito, Gail Kaminishi, Rick Kawaguchi, 
Ritsuko Kawahara, Evan Ko, Steven Kubota, 
Bryce Matsuda, Matt & Rosalie May, Duane 
& Ann Mayeda, Yukio & Karen Morikubo, 
Corey & Claire Murata, Kiyoko Nakanishi, 
Dang Nguyen & Nicole Shimizu, Tokuzo & 
Mari Okumura, Tish Oye, Gerald Quintua, 
Kengo Sakamoto, Neil Snyder & Kisa 
Lindstrom, Zack Semke & Ann Ishimaru, 
Leslie Sumida, Ileene Tanabe, Michael & 
Gayle Teramoto, Mark Yuasa,  

We would like to óWELCOMEô Erin 
Hoffman-John, Neil Snyder & Lisa 
Lindstrom as new members of our 
Sangha. 

ON BEHALF OF THE SUSTAINING MEMBER-
SHIP COMMITTEE, WITH HANDS TOGETH-
ER IN GRADITUD; WE THANK YOU FOR 
SUBMITTING YOUR 2024 MEMBERSHIP 
DUES.   

(Compiled by Howard, Ileene, Joan, Pauline & Steph) 

CƛƴŘ ƛǘ ƻƴ {ŜŀǧƭŜ.ŜǘǎǳƛƴΦŎƻƳ               
Informational Pamphlets - Seattle Betsuin Buddhist Temple  

 

A Brief Introduction to Buddhism 

Why I am a Buddhist 

On Meditation 

A Brief Introduction to Jodo Shinshu 

Prayer and Nembutsu 

 Is Shin Buddhism the same as Christianity?                                    

  Jodo Shinshu in Everyday Life 

      I Love You, I Love You NamuAmidaButsu  
Quiet Sitting by Rev. P.K. Eidmann... 

For Children...Baseball and Buddhism, Parents Shar-

ing the Nembutsu Teachings with Their Young Chil-

dren, Service Material and Sutras...and more! 

  View Seattle Betsuin events online   

   live-streamed and recorded 

 www.YouTube.com/SeattleBuddhistTemple  

Thank you for volunteering!  

Please sign up for                                      

Sunday Service Toban 

https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10C084FA8AE2FA0FDC70-50134596-
sunday                          

Thank you for volunteering for set-up and 
clean-up! - Ileene  

https://seattlebetsuin.com/pamphlets/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C084FA8AE2FA0FDC70-50134596-sunday
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C084FA8AE2FA0FDC70-50134596-sunday
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C084FA8AE2FA0FDC70-50134596-sunday
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Pack 252 Update                 
    Submitted by Mitsue Giuletti 

The Cub Scout families enjoyed starting the school 

year by playing games of kickball and pizza tag at 

Wisteria Park. Four Cub Scouts participated in a suc-

cessful Pack fundraiser at the Northwest district Bud-

dhist Convention held at Muckleshoot Casino.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dharma School Submitted by Joan Nakano  

October was a fun and busy community month for 

Dharma School. We continue to hold classes after 

Sunday family service and are excited that the gym 

will soon re-open for our sangha to listen to the Dhar-

ma together. We had a special guest, Lori Matsukawa, 

who read her newly published book, Brave Mrs. Sato. 

She encourages us to find out our family stories.  

 On the 20th after class, a small group of students 

and families trekked to Carpinito Brothers Pumpkin 

Patch and Corn Maze for a field trip, picking out a 

pumpkin for Trunk or Treat. The weather was perfect 

for this enjoyable outing, and we didnôt even need our 

rain boots!   

 After, a few of us continued further south to pick 

up food and produce at White River Buddhist Tem-

pleôs Fall Bazaar.  

 Speaking of bazaar, please donôt forget to pre-

order food for Tacoma Buddhist Templeôs Fall Bazaar 

held on November 10th. Their menu looks very tasty 

and will also have select fall veggies, baked goods and 

a large selection of Japanese sale items.  

 We will round out October with Hatsumairi ser-

vice and the highly anticipated Trunk or Treat! 
 

Gassho, Claire and Yvette 

 

News Update from Marketing 10/22/2024  

Hello DS Parents 

So excited to announce that this Sunday service will 
mark the opening of the temple gym. While we are 
still working out some details, dress warm and please 
be prepared for a cool gym as heaters are not yet 
working, but at least it'll be dry. We will also stream 
service in Densho and/or dining room as an option to 
the gym. 

Hatsumairi service will start at 10am. 

Trunk or Treat will be held in the back parking lot this 
Sunday immediately after service. Feel free to wear a 
costume too! Pumpkin carving will be going on simul-
taneously....so you can get some tricks or treats and 
then come back up and carve your pumpkin. BYOP 
(bring your own pumpkin) ....tools and some stencils 
will be provided. A pumpkin contest will be 
held at the end with votes by attendees.  

View Past Services 

https://youtube.com/seattlebuddhisttemple  

Calendar: p.11 and at 

SeattleBetsuin.com/calendar   
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Musical Notes                     
Submitted by Kemi Nakabayashi 

 

Peace and gratitude come to mind as 

the themes for this monthôs article.  

Although at the time of this writing 

the actual logistics of the 16th annual 

Autumn Music Service are still being confirmed, we 

will have a hybrid service on Sunday, November 10.  

Rev. Kusunoki has designated this Dharma School 

yearôs theme of ñPeaceò and also reminded us at the 

Seattle Betsuin BWA Memorial Service how remarka-

ble continuing to provide Seattle Betsuin temple ser-

vices each week in 2024 has been after the arson fire. 

Whether being together in-person in the alternate 

spaces weôve used, instead of the hondo for services 

or at the ballpark for the Mariners game or at Muck-

leshoot Casino Resort for the Northwest District Con-

vention, or at bon odori events in the Northwest dis-

trict, or afar, each time we can be together in-person 

has greater importance.  Chanting, singing, or dancing 

together now has more meaning with each encounter 

ñIchigo, Ichieò -- each precious moment.  Those of us 

at the BCA FBWA conference in San Jose last month 

were reminded of this conference theme in many ways 

by the speakers and the Friday evening bon odori ac-

tivity allowed some of us to dance together with the 

Coast District dance leaders. 

 Please take a look and listen to the gatha videos 

on the Seattle Betsuin gatha playlist  

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLN-

W5PUbhUr-Ny8e99lGa6YfwWNZxAIuT 

and note the gathas which have ñPeaceò and 

ñGratitudeò as themes.  There are also recent gatha 

videos on the BCA Music YouTube channel with these 

themes: https://www.youtube.com/

@buddhistchurchesofamericam9267/videos 

 In addition, the featured audio recordings on the 

BCA Music webpage now include ñSeiyaò (which in 

English can be translated ñPeaceful Nightò) and 

ñQuest of Life.ò 

https://www.buddhistchurchesofamerica.org/music 

 Donôt be surprised to find gathas with Peace and 

Gratitude to be featured in the coming months! 

 

 

Temple Restoration     

Updateð October 21, 2024          
Electrical work continues in Memorial Hall Chapel. 

The protective wood flooring, scaffolding, and lifts 

have been removed from the temple gym and stage. 

Preparations are under way to begin holding Sunday 

services in the gym beginning as soon as this Sunday 

(October 27th).  

Tyler Moriguchi, Seattle Betsuin Chairperson 

Buddhist Book Study         
Saturday, November 30,  9:30-11:00am.                

 Location coming soon.                               

      Email:           

 Newsletter@seattlebetsuin.com         

for selected reading. 

Donna and Janice dancing to EiJaNaiKa  
Saturday, November 16, 2024 

 10 AM - 2 PM 
 

Blaine Memorial United Methodist Church 

3001 24th Ave S, Seattle, WA 98144 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLN-W5PUbhUr-Ny8e99lGa6YfwWNZxAIuT
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLN-W5PUbhUr-Ny8e99lGa6YfwWNZxAIuT
https://www.youtube.com/@buddhistchurchesofamericam9267/videos
https://www.youtube.com/@buddhistchurchesofamericam9267/videos
https://www.buddhistchurchesofamerica.org/music
mailto:chairperson@seattlebetsuin.org

