
 

 

 
 
 
What is Bon Odori? 
 
Bon Odori is a centuries old Japanese Buddhist Festival, which celebrates and honors 
the lives of our deceased family members and friends.  We consider this to be a happy 
time as we remember with gratitude the contributions of those who have departed 
before us. 
 
During Bon Odori, we dance in the streets around a central platform to both traditional 
and contemporary Japanese folk music.  Our dancing is an expression of joy in 
remembrance of our loved ones. 
 
 
When is the 2011 Bon Odori? 
 
• Saturday, July 16, from 4pm to 10 pm.  Sunday, July 17, from 3 pm to 8 pm. 
 
 
What can I expect to see and do at Bon Odori? 
 
You will be able to see the dancers wearing colorful kimono and yukata, stroll through 
exhibits featuring ikebana (flower arranging) and mizuhiki (paper cord art), as well as 
watch demonstrations of the traditional martial arts of judo and aikido.  There will also 
be taiko (wide drum) performances.  
 
We sell traditional Japanese foods such as teriyaki chicken bento (lunch box), niku 
donburi (beef and rice bowl), somen (cold wheat noodles in broth), kori (shaved ice), 
and other delicious selections.  Prices range from $2 to $9. 
 
For those 21 years and older, we offer a beer and sake garden with live music by 
Deems Tsutakawa on Saturday evening and Emerald City Jazz Ensemble on Sunday 
evening.   
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Do I need to wear a kimono or yukata to dance? 
 
No.  While many people look forward to having one time a year when they can dress up 
in traditional attire, it is more important to participate as an expression of our happiness 
and gratitude for our ancestors than to be wearing just the right clothes. 
 
Are children allowed to dance? 
 
Absolutely.  Dancers typically range in age from three to 80 and above. 
 
 
Do I have to be a Buddhist to dance? 
Not at all! As Buddhist we believe that showing an appreciation for our departed family 
and friends is a universal expression of gratitude. 
 
 
How do I learn the dances?  
 
We offer public practice sessions in the temple’s gym led by experienced dance 
instructor.  Sessions will run from 7:30 pm to 9 pm on the following dates: July 6-8 and 
July 11-12. You can also check out these YouTube Links if you can’t make it in person. 
 
 
Why is there a Seafair logo on your information? 
 
For more than 50 years, Seattle Bon Odori has been an officially sanctioned Seafair 
Community event.  In the spirit of Seafair we continue to celebrate the rich heritage and 
diversity of the Puget Sound region. 
 
 


